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Spring 2017

A very warm welcome to the Spring issue of Ed’s Pint
Sharp eyed readers amongst you, will have no doubt, spotted a splash
of colour here and there in place of the solid black splodges which we
all thought were pictures. In its place we have Colour, Content and
Controversy, but not necessarily in that order.
As you know Our Ed loves a bit of controversy and debate, and so
do we, because at the end of the day, that is what CAMRA and the
appreciation of Beer and Cider is all about. We all have different tastes
and opinions, so it’s our job, here at Ed’s Tower to report it fairly and
even handed.
So hope you will enjoy this Brave New World.
As if this was not world shattering enough, our Lords and Masters
(CAMRA HQ) have decided that Bournemouth would be a nice place to
visit en-mass over a long weekend early April, to enjoy a pint (or two).
You’re surprised?? ...well so were we. To put it into context it’s a bit like
having the World Cup on the playing fields across the road, but we here
at East Dorset are keen to put on a good bash, and mainly due to the
hard work of our members but particularly Nigel and Steve, it looks as
if it will be ok on the night!
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But dear reader, this is where you come in. We need your help!
If you are a CAMRA member then we would love your help at
the BIC in April just go to www.eastdorsetcamra.org.uk/CAMRAAGM-2017 and register your interest. If you have not joined our ranks,
then now would be a great time to get on board, sign up online at
www.camra.org.uk/join (or by filling in the form found on page 16
and posting asap). We would love to see you at the Members weekend,
and there is loads of job slots need filling!
Phew!... with all this going on we have not even had time to mention all
the other news that is going on in our neck of the woods, still we will
promise to fit it all in next issue, which will be a bumper AGM Members
Weekend Special Issue and I know you can hardly wait!
Cheers for now, Ed

/groups/edcamra
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The magazine is edited by the branch with content produced by our members and readers. Not all of the articles
reflect the opinions of the branch, or of CAMRA, but they are observations on the real ale environment in some
way. If you have any stories you would like to share, do send them in (ed@edspint.co.uk) or if you have any
comments on stories in this or future editions likewise send your comments in for publication - we publish all the
content we dare. Enjoy the read, and enjoy a beer - remember real ale needs you... so drink it.
Darren Lilleker, Branch Chairman

Contact Ed’s Pint ed@edspint.co.uk
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Postbag
Rants, Raves and Reviews
Have your say!

» Send to ed@edspint.co.uk »

– Himalayan Ascent –
ournemouth Council has refused a
B
licence application for a Micropub
to replace the now defunct Himalaya
Restaurant in Queens Road, Bournemouth.
On behalf of the current 1562 local members
of East Dorset CAMRA (Campaign for Real
Ale) I wish to express our dismay at this
unfathomable decision. Historically there has
been at least one or more pubs in this road
for almost 100 years and a small Micropub
would be a haven of tranquillity compared
to some of the previous premises and any
potential noise would be drowned out by
the Stag and Hen Nights which regularly
take place at a nearby hotel.

Index

Now that there are no longer any pubs
in this road the elderly residents from the
numerous blocks of flats in the vicinity
are forced to make the perilous journey
into The Triangle or Westbourne to enjoy
a sociable drink. Mike Ball (88) lives in Ivy
House immediately behind the premises
and states that he and his lady friend are
extremely disappointed at the Council’s
decision. He also refutes the outlandish
claim that many residents go to bed at 6 or
7pm. Being 73 myself I know that we much
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prefer a little afternoon
nap about 3pm to
prepare ourselves for
the evening activities.
I find the statement
that these premises
could
encourage
anti-social behaviour somewhat
offensive. Instead of getting as many pints
of lager down there necks as possible real
ale aficionados prefer to sip and savour
the wonderful craft beers lovingly created
by a new breed of small independent
entrepreneurs. Surely we should try to
encourage these people rather than place
obstacles in their way?
This is a heartfelt plea to the Council to
reverse their decision to the benefit of the
community at large.
Graham Cribb, Branksome Wood Road
(To prove the pen is mightier than the sword, Graham’s
appeal (and others) has successfully overturned the
Council’s decision. This planning was approved on the 25th
January 2017. Well done Graham. Ed)

Ed’s Diary
Socials & Brewery Visits
Upcoming Festivals
Branch Meetings
Contact Details
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Ed’s Postbag

– Popping Up in Dorchester –

M

icropubs are simple, cosy, sociable places
and one has just popped-up in Dorchester.
It is tucked away down the quaint Trinity House
alleyway next to the Magpies Nest. Nicky and
Nigel Baker recently moved to Dorset and
running a friendly little pub is a passion they have
always shared. This little pub still doesn’t have
a name. “It could come down to a people’s vote”
suggests Nigel!
Visitors to this pop-up Micropub will have an
ever-changing choice of up to 6 real ales and they

will be supporting local
producers by offering
local cider, wine, gin
and tea along with tasty
bar snacks.
Why not pop into Dorchester’s first Micropub
to say hello and have a little refreshment.

Nicky & Nigel Baker
Pop-Up, Dorchester Micropub

– The Leopold Tavern –

B

y now some of you will have heard that
one of Southsea’s best pubs, The Leopold
Tavern, will be closing on Sunday 19th Feb.
It has been a regular in the GBG and it was
voted our Pub of the Year for 2017. I had an
inkling that this might happen when I was in
there last night. The landlord, Stuart, was
about to have his rent review with Enterprise.
In their own inimitable style, Enterprise chose
to reward Stuart for running a successful
business by putting his rent up to £50,000 per
year. Combining that with the price he has
to pay them for beer, he has concluded that
the business is no longer viable. I don’t know
what we can do to try and stop this. Enterprise

just don’t seem to care.
They’ll probably sucker
someone in with a cheap
deal and then stick the
rent right up so the place
may close for good. Boycotting their pubs will
only help to close them.

Geoff from Wessex CAMRA
(Although a little out of our area, this is a Historic and
well known pub visited by many East Dorset members.
The Enterprise threat is still with us and is a timely reminder
for possible debate at the Members Weekend in April. Ed)

– Drovers Update –

F

ollowing the launch of CAMRA’s Pub
Campaigns ‘Pub Saving Award’ this year we are thrilled to announce that our successful
campaign to ‘SaveTheDrovers’ is the first
winner of this wonderful award.
It is great to have this recognition for all of the hard
work and commitment of everyone who worked
so tirelessly to save our much-loved local.

Please come and
enjoy as the work
still continues.

Sally Marlow
Secretary, Gussage Community
Benefits Society Ltd

Contact Ed’s Pint ed@edspint.co.uk
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There’s a farm out there somewhere,
that is selling lots of beer.
Or…Looking back at East Dorset
Branch’s Christmas trip.
By Phil Kimbrey

A

fter a cheeky pint at Poole Ex
Serviceman’s Club I boarded the
coach at the last of the pick up points
before heading off to Wimborne and
ultimately The Brew Shack’s 1st Birthday
Bash & Beer Festival.
We were dropped off at the edge of town,
due to road closures for the seasonal
festivities underway in the town centre
that included traction engines, floats and
even a gaggle of Town Criers (including
our very own Jacquie) if that is the correct
terminology for a gathering of said people?
If she had not of turned up, I wonder if she
would have been accused of crying off? Just
a thought?
With a couple of hours to kill before the
main event, heads down, we made our
way through the drizzle and mist of a very
grey December afternoon. Ignoring the
temptation and pull of “The Tap House”
(for now) some of us headed on into the
murk to seek out “The Butchers Dog” on
East Street, a fairly new addition to the
micro pub portfolio.
It has more of a bistro ambience about it
and although the beer of choice was all
very nice, Ouch! My wallet did take a bit of
a battering. Although I probably won’t be
hurrying back, based solely on the price of
a pint it was worth seeking out, if only to

witness “our Town Crier,” Jacquie almost
cry into her beer upon receiving five pence
change from her crisp five pound note for
her pint of stout.
Time to move on, so I followed in the
footsteps of that wily old beer aficionado,
Don, the very same Don of “Don’s Spot”,
the branch’s and monthly pub crawl
organiser. A pint of Eight Arch, Trefoil
in “The Vintage Rooms” was perfectly
acceptable, even more so because Don
was buying. Time for a last one in “The
Tap House” before boarding the coach at
6pm for our five minute onward journey
to Honeybrook Farm.
Easing our way into the bench seats at the
end of the bar, Don almost looked like he
was part of the furniture. The benches
were a tad low making your eyes almost
level with the top of the bar. I felt like I
needed a booster seat and a lemonade.
Instead I went for a pint of Binghams,
Space Hoppity and Don went for
something else. Both were very pleasant
and on reflection The Space Hoppity was
probably my favourite tipple of the day.
Generous to the last, I bought Don’s for
him. Five pounds for two pints, could that
really be right? “Happy Hour!” Don piped
up. Now where’s Jacquie when you need
her? “Oh yea! Oh yea! Oh yea!”
continues p8 »
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CAMRA DISCOUNT SCHEME PUBS
IN EAST DORSET
The Wight Bear - The Saxon Bear - The King Charles
Wetherspoons - Drift - The Owl’s Nest

CAMRA
Real
Ale
Discount Scheme

The Porterhouse - Spyglass & Kettle
Chaplin’s - Smuggler’s Run - Smuggler’s Cove
Jenkins & Sons - The Tap House - The Churchill
Brewhouse & Kitchen Southbourne, Poole & Dorchester
The Silverback - The Micro Moose

This pub offers CAMRA
members a discount
See inside for more details

If your pub offers a discount and want to be included in the list,
do get in touch. The list will be updated in each issue of ED’s Pint.

Find the warmest welcome in our
traditional family-run 2 bar pub
• Enjoy real background music without the jukebox
• Relax in our large family-friendly beer garden
• Extensive car parking for clients
• Close to town centre and sea front
• 6 Real Ales, 14 Ciders and quality wine selection
• A wide range of superb meals for every taste including
fish dishes, freshly prepared from local produce by our
renowned chefs

63 High Street, Swanage Tel: 01929 423533 www.redlionswanage.co.uk

Feature
Everyone in fine merriment we
boarded the coach for the short hop to
Honeybrook Farm. Oh yeah!? Twenty
minutes later I mouthed to Tree, “Where
the hell are we?” A shrug of her shoulders
suggested she hadn’t a clue either. We had
clearly missed the turn off to the venue.
A coach isn’t really something you can turn
around on a narrow country road. Not
to worry though, we had Don up front,
our very own human “sat nav,” offering
words of advice, encouragement and
most importantly, directions. Not once
did I hear him utter those oh so familiar
words, “Turn around where possible!” I bet
he was thinking it though. It was about at
this stage that the on board toilet stared to
earn its worth. Although perhaps the less
said about that, the better!
“We’re here!” An hour after we left
Wimborne we turned up the drive to the
venue. I’m sure as we drove up the drive
I saw a sign that read “Keep Left.” So why
were we keeping right? It was dark, it was
raining, I’d been drinking, so maybe I’d
missed a sign that said coach park this way?
The fact we spent the next ten minutes or
more shunting backwards and forwards in
a vain attempt to turn the coach around
and find the correct way in, I suspect not?
To be fair I felt a bit sorry for the “Coachie,”
the farm after all was making quite a
good job of concealing itself regarding
lights and signage. In the end we decided
to disembark and walk the last little bit,
leaving our social secretary Steve behind
in order to walk in front of the coach with
a red lantern or just to offer his shoulder
to cry on, I wasn’t too sure.
Once at the venue it was beer tokens,
beer, food voucher and food. Some
fourteen cracking beers were on offer,

8

The Brew Shack 1st Birthday Bash continued

all at a very reasonable £3.33 a pint.
Eight Arch, Fruitcake Brown, Brew Shack
8 Grain Porter and Dancing Man, J.O’
Diamonds to name just a few. We queued
up in the drizzle for our pulled pork roll
and salad which at £10.00 a go I felt was
a tad pricey even for this type of event.
There was also music and comedians
performing although I think we had all had
enough of the comedy back on the coach.

Adam from The Brew Shack

Steve, having wiped away the coach
drivers tears from his shoulder rocked
up on to the stage proudly showing off
his Christmas jumper in order to present
Brew Shack with their much deserved
award for Beer of the festival (8 Grain
Porter) at our Poole Beer Festival back in
November.
Time was getting on, we had a coach to
find and homes to go to. Some lovely
beers were drunk in good company and as
far as I’m aware everyone got home after
an enjoyable outing. There is no substance
though to the rumour that the coach
driver was last seen trying to reverse his
coach off Steve’s drive!

Phil Kimbrey

Download the magazine from out website www.eastdorsetcamra.org.uk

The Owls Nest
West Parley
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Richard and Jacqui welcome you
to our Pie and Ale House. Featured
in CAMRA’s ‘Good Beer Guide’
since 2013, with 4 handpumps of
ever-changing Ales mainly from
local(ish) independent brewers.
Monthly live music nights, homemade food and an annual Winter
Pie and Ale Festival. Discounts for
CAMRA members on all Ales.

Tel 01202 572793

www.theowlsnest-westparley.com

See our Facebook
ok p
page
agee for
ag
for
upcoming events and changing beers
www.facebook.com/theowlsnestwestparley

Your Opinion

Have
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Say

Does CAMRA Need Revitalising?
Musings on the past and future
By Sid

W

hat is this revitalisation thing all
about? I attended a meeting, filled in
the surveys and read the final proposals, but
I’m still not sure what CAMRA is proposing
to be or why. But here is what I think, for
what it is worth, and feedback is welcome
via letters. Send to ed@edspint.co.uk.
Firstly it means little change. CAMRA
is to retain its name and focus on real
ale, it remains an independent pressure
group making alliances with supportive
organisations and opposing those that are
unsupportive. Along with real ale, cider
and perry remain part of the campaign.
But the vision seems to have changed, to
have quality real ale and thriving pubs in
every community. In fact the key proposal
is for CAMRA to become the ‘voice of the
pub goer’, particularly those who drink
real ale, cider or perry but also those who
have interest in any good beer of any type.
So its all staying the same, but possibly all
changing too.
Strategically the campaign is then about
awareness building and education, getting
more people to drink real ale, cider or perry
and it would seem in pubs. The proposals
then all stem from those objectives. There
seems to be a big problem at the heart of
CAMRA presently, what do they do about

the off-sales market. The drinks industry
promotes off-sales, but CAMRA members
love the pub.
But the document isn’t even clear about
what it means by a pub. When talking
about changing leisure habits a threat is
perceived from “increased competition
from the restaurant sector and coffee
shops plus growth of non-traditional onlicences such as cafes. Also, the continued
growth in the number of Micropubs”.
So the communal places of meeting may
threaten pubs but are not Micropubs pubs
anyway? Furthermore would it not be
better to promote availability of real ale in
other places as opposed to just single idea
of what a pub is?
Micropubs probably do more to promote
real ale than many more traditional
pubs, they may sell real ales but it would
often seem food offers far greater profit
margins and is the only thing keeping
many pubs going. The fault is not only with
society changing, but also with many pub
companies and major breweries charging
extortionate rents and beer prices to their
tenants. CAMRA don’t mention them
much. But the mention of Micropubs is odd
as well.
continues p12 »

Contact Ed’s Pint ed@edspint.co.uk
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Your Opinion

So there are a few contradictions here,
is CAMRA about promoting real ale, or
promoting the traditional pub (whatever
that is), or only promoting pubs that sell
good quality real ale, or pubs that serve
good beer of any type. Now I may be
cynical, but surely ‘good’ is like beauty,
in the eye of the beholder – or is that
beerholder?
But if we are going to adopt this broader
definition, then why focus on pubs. And if
it is about awareness and education should
CAMRA not encourage as many outlets
as possible for real ale, cider and perry or
any other ‘good’ beer? What about shops,
cafes, restaurants, hotel bars, trains, planes,

Does CAMRA Need Revitalising? continued

ferries. And what about the Micropubs, are
they a threat, really?
So I’m confused. Of course these are purely
at a proposal stage. We may or may not be
discussing these further at the 2017 AGM
(It’s in Bournemouth you know), they are
due to be decided much later it seems.
In my humble opinion CAMRA is in danger
of losing any sense of an identity, and if
we do not tackle the big corporates we
will never really solve the biggest problem
facing the pub and real ale: the rise of the
brewery as a property company.

Sid

THE
BREWHOUSE
– Award Winning Poole Town Centre Pub –
Showcasing the full range of

Milk Street Brewery beers & superb guest ales
2 pool tables & excellent jukebox
Open all day
Every day

68 High Street Poole
Tel 01202 685288

In aid of Montacute School

Friday 21st - Saturday 22nd April 2017
We are holding a Charity Beer Festival, open to the general public
in aid of Montacute School with live music entertainment.
Fri Mother Ukers / Sat Afternoon Dave Marks / Sat Night Raizing Steam

Tickets £8 available online at: www.ptlc.co.uk/beer-festival
Or directly from Parkstone Trades & Labour Club, 485 Ashley Road, Parkstone, Poole BH14 0BB

Tr u ly In d e p e
Cask Ales
We always aim to have 3 to 5
ever changing ales on hand
pump or straight from the
cask. Local and South West
ales will feature frequently
with guest from the rest of
the country appearing often.
We also will have at least
two ciders available.

n d e n t w it h C

Wines and Spirits

O p e n in g H o u
rs
M o n -T h u 4 -1
1pm
F ri -S a t N o o n
-1 1 p m
S u n 1- 6 p m

a n a d ia n H o s

Wines, complimented by
speciality gins and a couple
of Dorset vodkas are available
as alternatives to cask ales.
We also stock a couple of
international bottled lagers and
a comprehensive selection of
non-alcoholic beverages.

p it a li ty

Food
In addition to traditional cold
pub bites such as Armstrong’s
homemade pork pies, monster
scotch eggs and scratchings,
plates full of nachos are perfect
for sharing. Hot spicy pulled
pork ciabatta is also available.

326 Wimborne Road Winton Banks Bournemouth BH9 2HH

4 Sarum Street Poole Dorset BH15 1JW

01202 675677

Open ALL DAY, EVERYDAY
for fantastic home-cooked food, fine ales
and live music at weekends
email ropeandanchor@outlook.com
www.ropeandanchorpoole.co.uk

Branksome
Railway Hotel
(opposite Branksome Station)

429 Poole Road,
Branksome, Poole
BH12 1DQ

01202 769555
• Live music & open
mic evenings
• TV sports
Pop in for a great pint of real ale
SUMMER LIGHTNING / LANDLORD / PLUS GUEST

AGM 2017

Why I’m looking forward to Bournemouth 2017
By Colin Valentine, CAMRA National Chairman
his April, I will be joining CAMRA members
T
from across the UK in the seaside resort
of Bournemouth for CAMRA’s Members’
Weekend, which includes our National AGM
and Conference.
I have been attending the CAMRA Members’
Weekend for almost 30 years, well before I
was active nationally, never mind National
Chairman. It has always been, and still is, an
opportunity to meet with old friends, make
new acquaintances and socialise with other
CAMRA members from across the country.
Most importantly, the Members’ Weekend is
a fantastic opportunity for any member across
the organisation - whether you have just
joined, been a member for 20+ years, active
or inactive - to shape the future direction and
purpose of CAMRA.
Following 50 consultation meetings across the
UK and three national surveys, we have now

seen the proposals that were put forward by
the Revitalisation Project Steering Committee on
CAMRA’s future. Whether you agree or disagree
with the proposals, took part in the consultation
events or stayed at home, the Members’
Weekend will be the opportunity to discuss them
inside and out ahead of a decision next year.
Over the weekend, members will be able
to consider the Revitalisation Project and
proposals on the future of CAMRA in a series
of discussion groups. It will be your chance to
have a say on the Revitalisation Project’s findings
and represent your views in the debate. A final
decision on the proposals will then be taken at
the Members’ Weekend in 2018.
Register online by Friday 17 March 2017 at
www.camraagm.org.uk

Colin Valentine
CAMRA National Chairman

Bournemouth AGM Why not get involved?
As you I am sure know CAMRA’s AGM and
Member’s Weekend is coming to the BIC in
Bournemouth.

Fancy coming along, just register on the
CAMRA website, where you can also register
to volunteer for the member’s weekend.

The main sponsor for the event is Brewhouse
& Kitchen, with thanks to Kris Gumbrell
and the team. Not only will their logo be on
glasses, their team will be helping give them
out to thirsty guests.

What jobs can be done you might ask?

Their soon to open establishment which will
breath new life into The Branksome on Poole
Hill will host a welcome reception on the
Thursday.
We have some great trips to local breweries,
with one laid on by Hall & Woodhouse to
include free beer and buffet. There will also
be suggested tours by bus and walking tours
of Poole and Wareham at the very least.

There is the bar of course, but if you fancy
something more sedentary and know the
area there are the information desks as well
as helping with registration.
Or how about being in the thick of the action?
Yes you can be a teller. Listening to debates
and counting votes so ensure member’s
voices are heard.
If you are not a CAMRA member, this would
be a great time to get on board!
SEE OVERLEAF
TO SIGN UP!

Contact Ed’s Pint ed@edspint.co.uk
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@ringwoodbrewery

/ringwoodbrewery

CAMRA Members’
Weekend & AGM 2017

Bournemouth International Centre
th
th

7 - 9 April 2017

East Dorset CAMRA are proud to host
the Members’ Weekend & AGM 2017.
We need YOUR HELP to make this
event a success, and we are inviting you
to register your interest in joining the
volunteer team at:

camraagm.org.uk/volunteer
20
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Enjoy great ales in a
friendly atmosphere
The full Ringwood range
always available
Ever-changing guest ale
and real ciders
Food is now being served

Poole Road, Westbourne | Tel: 01202 768586
Open 11-11 Mon-Thurs | 11-Midnight
night Fri & Sat | Sun Noon-11

Practising since 1832...
...and really getting the hang of it now

TTel
el 0
01202
1202 5
55
58
88
84
44
4

Ask about
• Property
• Dispute
Resolution
• Wills/Trusts

Heliting House 35 Richmond Hill Bournemouth BH2 6HT
Fax 01202 31 96 13 Web www.rawlinsdavy.com

WE ARE ONE OF

kingston
nr corfe castle

2
25

BEST COUNTRY
PUBS FOR FOOD

drink in the view...

THE SCOTT ARMS in Kingston is a family-run Inn with breathtaking views
over Corfe Castle and the Purbeck Hills. We pride ourselves on our wellkept real ales and, alongside our regulars, we feature an ever-changing and
interesting range of guest beers and ciders. With delicious food, (all freshly
cooked to order), 3 log fires, 3 bar areas, 3 bed & breakfast rooms and a
spacious garden with Jamaican barbecue, THE SCOTT ARMS is a perfect
place to enjoy a pint or two of your favourite brew!

HOUSE BEERS DBC Jurassic
RECENTLY FEATURED ALES DBC Flashmans Clout ✦ Durdle Door
Yachtsman ✦ Otter Best ✦ Milk Street ZIG ZAG ✦ Piddle Bent Copper
Yeovil Ruby ✦ Sixpenny Best ✦ Flack Manor Double Hop

Kingston ✦ Corfe Castle ✦ Dorset BH20 5LH
01929 480270 ✦ www.thescottarms.com

On the Road with Ed

Yeovil Brewery Trip
A Trip with a Difference
9th July 2016 by Andy Brown

O

ne of our members said to me a while
ago, ‘we haven’t had a trip to Yeovil
brewery for many years, and the last time was
an excellent trip as their beers are superb’.
This got me thinking. Yeovil isn’t far from
Melbury Osmond where Dave Braddock*
and his daughter Leanne (formerly of the
Royal Oak, Kinson, Bournemouth) run
the Rest and Welcome on the A37, about
5 miles from Yeovil. The pub is about 1
mile (if you take the public footpath) from
Chetnole ‘Halt’ train station. In the past I
have camped there with friends on two
occasions to catch the train to Bristol
Templemeads and return to the pub in the
evening for more beer and food.
I put the idea to the branch that if I can
arrange a visit to the Yeovil brewery and
camp at the pub, then those who wish to

camp can do so, and those that don’t can
catch the train at Dorchester West station
and we will pick up the same train.
I wrote to the brewery and had a positive
response from Declan, the head brewer
and arranged a Saturday visit, plus got the
okay from Dave at the Rest and Welcome
for camping. 7 people wanted to do the
camping experience and 5 people met
up on the train. Those of us that camped
arrived on the Friday afternoon/evening,
tents were pitched and seeing as there isn’t
much else to do so decided to spend the
rest of the day in the pub having a few beers
and something to eat. The food in the pub is
very good, with a nice varied menu. Two or
three beers were on including Butcombe
and Chinnock, sadly I can’t remember
the others, but I can assure you that they
continues p22 »

Contact Ed’s Pint ed@edspint.co.uk
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On the Road with Ed

were in good condition. As Dave hasn’t
tried any beers from Brew Shack brewery
(Wimborne) I brought along a ‘pint’ of 8
grain porter which we made inroads to on
Saturday evening.
So, on the Saturday morning we met the
train at Chetnole at 9.20am and arrived at
Yeovil Pen Mill station at 9.30am, we had
an hour to kill before the arranged taxies
arrived so had coffee and something to eat
while we were waiting.
We arrived at the brewery at 11.00am and
were met by Declan and Rob, the brewery
owners. Straight away we were guided to
the brewery ‘sample room’ where around
6 or 7 beers were on offer. I and most of
the members sampled them all during the
visit (some of us more than one) and as
you would expect they were all in tip top
condition.
There is a dart board in the brewery and
Rob suggested we have a ‘nearest the bull’
competition and the winner can have a
T-shirt. Well, we were all pretty rubbish,
but Darren, our chairman, was the least
rubbish and won the T-shirt. Rob the
owner put his first dart in some pipework,
‘whoops’, but no harm done.
Declan then gave us an interesting talk on
the brewery, it’s process and their future
plans and I’m sure they will continue

Yeovil Ales Trip continued

being as successful as they have been in
the last 10 years. At 1.30pm we said our
goodbyes, but not until I thanked them for
their hospitality and giving up part of their
weekend to give us another memorable
visit to Yeovil brewery. Great trip and
lovely people.
After, we went into town for a couple of
pints, then those camping decided to head
back to the Rest and Welcome, while the
others headed back to Dorchester. When
we arrived at the pub we saw another
tent had been pitched, it was another
branch member who had decided to join us
for the night, which was great. More beer
and more food, and Dave played a little bit
of his ‘normal’ rock music once we were
the only ones left. All in all everyone seemed
to have enjoyed a different weekend social
trip, including those who just came on the
train for the day.
If you happen to find yourself on the A37
anytime, then I would recommend visiting
the Rest and Welcome. It is in the ‘Good
Beer Guide’ so the beer will be good and
so is the food, so well worth a trip.
Hopefully, we’ll stay again at Rest and
Welcome sometime in the future for
another social, Bath or Bristol next time.

Andy Brown

*

Ed’s Note; Since this article was written, Dave has moved to The Crown, Winterborne Kingston.
So go in and say hello!
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Mick and Dilly welcome you to ‘The Charlie’

Historic, Haunted 14th Century Pub

• Function Room for hire •
• Darts and Bar Billiards •
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• BT & Sky Sports , Free Wi-Fi •

• 5-6 Real Ales (Doom Bar, T. Taylor’s Landlord and Young’s Best standard) •
• Fresh, homemade food served daily, Sunday carvery •
• Live Music every weekend, Trad Irish every 2nd Thursday •
• Poole’s best kept secret, just off the historic Quay •

The King Charles
Thames St, Poole, BH15 1JN
Tel: 01202 672518

66 North Road, Parkstone 01202 744515
Always up to 4 real ales on tap with local ciders
CAMRA Members welcome with a Members Card
or a copy of the Good Beer Guide
3 Beer Festivals a Year

ENTERTAINMENT s DARTS s POOL
Come and join us soon!

With over 2,500 readers and supplied FREE
to over 65 different licensed premises in
the BH area and beyond. It makes sense to
be in Ed’s Pint. Contact us today

ed@edspint.co.uk

30 REAL ALES + 15 CIDERS
+ 4 USA BEERS WITH
18 HOURS OF GREAT MUSIC
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4/5/6/7/8 SEATERS & WHEELCHAIR CARS AVAILABLE
24 HOURS A DAY, EVERYDAY

E-Hailing Service + Book, Track & Pay on your Smar t Phone
DOWNLOAD OUR FREE TAXI BOOKING APP
Offices in Bournemouth, Poole, Christchurch and Wimborne

www.prcstreamline.co.uk
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Book Review
By David Harris, Member of British Guild of Beer Writers

A Selection of Beer Style Guides

T

here is a great song by the northern comedy band, Lancashire Hotpots called “Bitter, Lager, Cider, Ale,
Stout”(You can ﬁnd it on Youtube). This song seems to sum up my own feelings about the pointlessness
of novelty drinks and the general confusion that occurs when one is confronted with a bewildering range of
beverages. It was a lot easier in the old days when beer really was just Bitter, Lager, Stout and perhaps Mild.
The craft beer revolution of recent years has encouraged many brewers to introduce new styles of beer based
on American, German and Belgian brews. In order to make sense of the vast range of beers available at beer
festivals, off-licences and bars, several beer writers have compiled beer style guides. Here is my selection of
recent publications.

Obsessions: Craft
ft Beer
by Ian Coutts
Hardie Grant. 2016. £9.99

T

his pocket sized
d
book is penned
by
a
Canadian
beer writer who is
aiming at both a British,
sh
h,
American
and
A
Australian
ustr
us
tral
tr
alia
al
iann
ia
audience. The book starts with a brief
introduction to beer tasting, brewing
and glassware. He then tries to cover
all the main styles of beer by dividing
the book into seven chapters: Pale Ale,
Amber/Brown, Wheat beers, Port/Stout,
Lager, Belgian and the rest. Each generic
category is introduced and he then
reviews several bottled beers in each
category. Some of these beers are going
to be hard to find in the UK but there are
enough examples to enable one to start
exploring new styles. The book also has a
brief chapter on food and beer pairing, a
list of major beer festivals and a glossary.
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Pocket Book of Craft Beer:
P
er:

A Guide to over 300
oof the Finest Beers
K
Known to Man
bby Mark Dredge
Dog ‘n’ Bone. 2016. £9.99
D

M

ark is a young British
h beer
b
writer
i
who
h
has already written several books such as
Cooking with Beer and Best Beer in the World.
This is a compact disc sized book which you could
easily slip into your pocket for use at beer festivals.
This book gets straight down to business with
a one page introduction to a beer style followed
by one or two pages of reviews of recommended
bottled beers. Mark takes us through around 60
distinct styles of beer which is probably more
than most festivals, bottle shops and even online
suppliers would actually have on offer. If you have
ever wondered what is a Black IPA or what is the
difference between Belgian Dubbels, Tripels and
Quadrupels then this is the book for you. Again this
is a book written for both a UK and North American
audience so some of Mark’s recommended beers
may be hard to find in the UK.
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Cooking with Beer
Boeuf a la Biere
By Connie Beer
Heat the oven to gas 2 (150ºC / 120ºC fan).
Take a flameproof casserole pan, put it on the hob
and heat most of the oil until sizzling hot and fry
the meat in 3 to 4 batches until well browned and
remove it to a plate. Add a little more oil to the
casserole, keeping it on a high heat and add the
onions, stirring them until they are browned (about
5 minutes).

Love, Connie
Ingredients
2lbs shin of beef cut into 2 inch squares
15ﬂ oz brown ale / 1 tablespoon olive oil
12oz red onions, peeled and quartered
4 cloves of garlic, crushed
2 tablespoons plain ﬂour
Fresh thyme sprigs
2 bay leaves / salt and pepper

Turn the heat to low and add the crushed garlic, stir
in well and then return the meat to the pan. Sprinkle
in the flour and stir well. Gradually add the beer, the
herbs and salt and pepper to taste (you can add a
teaspoon of grain mustard, too, for extra flavour).
Bring to a simmer then put the lid on and transfer to
the oven. Cook for 2½ to 3 hours.
Serve with rice or mashed potatoes and vegetables.
For that continental touch, garnish with croutons
made from slices of french bread, lightly toasted,
rubbed with garlic and topped with grated cheese,
melted under the grill. Serves 4.

THE SQUARE & COMPASS
WORTH MATRAVERS

Award winning beers & ciders
also featuring a selection of fine ales
from Hattie Brown’s Brewery

Traditional hot pasties & pies
Live music / Fossil museum
and Cider festivals

t 01929 439229

www.squareandcompasspub.co.uk

“Undoubtedly a true gem in the heart of Dorset”

Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 3LF

Ed’s

Diary

e at Ed’s Pint are a friendly branch that are actively campaigning most
weekends but having a damn good time in the process. We welcome
all members new and old to join us, below is a taste of a few of the things we
have coming up. Meetings are open to all, for socials and brewery visits please
contact Steve Charlton (see next page) to get times, pick-ups and to ensure
all is going as planned! Please double-check all events before travelling.

W

Socials & Brewery Visits
Saturday 25th February National AGM publicity tour
in Parkstone
Meet at The Cow 2.00pm
Saturday 4th March
Rural Pub of the Year
Presentation
Meet at Black Bear, Wool 2.00pm
Friday 10th March
Pub of the Year Presentation Meet at Drift, Poole 8.00pm
Saturday 11th March
National AGM publicity tour
in Poole
Meet at Lord Wimborne 2.00pm
Friday 17th March
Cider Pub of the Year
Presentation
Meet at Firkin Shed 8.00pm
Saturday 18th March
National AGM publicity tour
in Bournemouth
Meet at Cricketers 2.00pm
Wednesday 22nd March National AGM publicity tour
in Wimborne
Meet at Green Man 12.30pm
Friday 24th March
Club of the Year Presentation Meet at Poole Ex. 7.45pm
Saturday 25th March
Visit to Ringwood Brewery
Meet at Brewery at 12.00pm
X3 bus leaves Bournemouth at 11.05am (and ½ hourly)
Saturday 1st April
Skittles match vs West Dorset CAMRA TBA
– Check the website for future socials www.eastdorsetcamra.org.uk/socials –
Do get in touch if you want to join us on a minibus trip as these fill up reasonably quickly.
Various trips are arranged throughout they year and are usually advertised in What’s Brewing,
Ed’s Pint and on the East Dorset CAMRA website.
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Ed’s Diary

Upcoming Festivals
Tuesday 21st - Saturday 25th February
Friday 10th & Saturday 11th March
Friday 7th & Saturday 8th April
Friday 21st & Saturday 22nd April
Friday 5th - Sunday 7th May

CAMRA National Winter Ales Festival
Weymouth Sailing Club Annual Beer Festival
CAMRA national AGM and members
weekend Bournemouth - see article p15
Parkstone Trades & Labour Club Charity Beer Festival
Swanage Railway Beer Festival

Also see the festivals page and check out the East Dorset CAMRA Facebook group.
And come and join us for a beer or two!!
Social Secretary: Steve Charlton 07754 424369 | stephencharlton@ntlworld.com

Branch Meetings
Monday 27th February
Friday 3rd March
Friday 31st March
Saturday 29th April

Smugglers Run 8.00pm
AGM & Members weekend organising committee meeting
Goat & Tricycle 8.00pm
Branch meeting - including Spring POTS nominations
Smugglers Run 8.00pm
Branch meeting - including Spring POTS votes
RBL Corfe 12.30pm *Note time

East Dorset Branch Ofﬁcers & Contacts
Chairman
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Beer Fest Chair
Membership
Social Secretary
Publicity
EDs Pint
Branch Historian
Webmaster

Darren Lilleker
Robin Garrett
Teresa Thorn
Jacquie Hall
Steve Charlton
Teresa Thorn
Steve Charlton
Lisa Foster-Thorn
ED!
Ray Farleigh
Adrian Mogg

01202 739064 chairman@eastdorsetcamra.org.uk
07956 078150 robin.garrett1961@gmail.com
01202 739064 treezyt@ntlworld.com
chrijacq@aol.com
01202 245513 stephencharlton@ntlworld.com
01202 739064 treezyt@ntlworld.com
07754 424369 stephencharlton@ntlworld.com
07980 256382 lisafosterthorn@gmail.com
C o n t a c t o n ed@edspint.co.uk
01202 723246
adrian@mogg.me.uk

Contact Ed’s Pint ed@edspint.co.uk
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“Bournemouth’s
friendliest pub”

The Goat & Tricycle
Always a large range of
real ales & guest beers
Home Cooked Food including
Pub Classics • Open All Day
The Triangle • Poole Hill • 01202 314220
Over 18’s Only

The Management reserve the right to refuse service
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